DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT

California Department of General Services ¢ Division of the State Architect  Access Compliance Policy Update 2004

INTFERHV-DISABLED ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR 97 03

ELECTRICAL VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS -

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Sections 101.17.11, 1118B, 1127B.1, 1129B, Effective 4-30-97
1134B.2 & 1134B.2.1 Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]
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Issue: Electric vehicles (EV) have been introduced to the consumer market as a result of an

agreement between vehicle manufacturers and the State of California. These electric vehicles,
as well as the equipment to charge them, are continuing to develop and change at a rapid pace.
Significant _technological changes are affecting existing public charging sites. However, to
successfully serve electric vehicle users, access to public charging stations by persons with
disabilities is essential.

Resolution: At buildings and facilities under DSA jurisdiction, accessibility at EV _charging
stations for persons with disabilities is required as indicated in California Building Code (CBC)
Section 101.17.11. Until such building standards are published in the California Building
Standards Code that meet or exceed the requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities
Act, the DSA will encourage and accept construction documents that incorporate the following
interim guidelines.

EV charging stations are required to be accessible because they offer a service to the general
public. When EV charging stations are provided at a site in addition to reqular parking, the EV
charging is considered the primary purpose of the charging station. Therefore, accessible EV
charging stations are not reserved exclusively for the use of persons with disabilities. The
following table shall be used to determine the required number of accessible EV charging
stations to be provided at a particular site:

Total Number of EV Charging Number of Accessible EV Charging
Stations Provided at a Site Stations Required
1t0 25 1
26 to 50 2
51to 75 3
76 to 100 4

The following specifications are applicable to accessible charging stations and equipment:

a. Per CBC Section 1129B, a 9-foot wide by 18-foot deep space is required with a 5-foot wide
loading and unloading access aisle. Additionally, one in every eight accessible charging
stations, but not less than one, shall be van accessible with an 8-foot wide loading and
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unloading access aisle provided on the passenger side.

b. The accessible EV charging station and access aisle are not required to be striped or
provided with signage as required for an accessible parking space. However, informational
signage shall be posted which reads:

PARKING FOR EV CHARGING ONLY
THIS SPACE DESIGNED
FOR DISABLED ACCESS
USE LAST

c. The charging equipment shall meet all applicable reach range provisions of CBC Section
1118B; in addition, a 36-inch wide clear access to the charging equipment is required.

For installations associated with new construction, CBC Section 1127B.1 indicates that an
accessible route of travel shall be provided between buildings and accessible site facilities such
as EV charging stations. The accessible EV charging stations shall be located in close
proximity to major buildings and site facilities; however, the EV charging stations need not be
located immediately adjacent to the buildings and other facilities since EV charging, not parking,
is considered the primary purpose of the stations.

For installations at existing facilities, CBC Section 1134B.2 indicates that alteration or addition
projects shall comply with all applicable accessibility requlations. These requirements apply
only to the area of specific alteration or addition, and include an accessible path of travel
connecting the EV charging stations to a major building or site facility. Requirements for
improvements at restrooms, telephones, and/or drinking fountains located in the parking lot are
applicable only if the features are accessed directly from the parking lot and are designed for
use with the parking lot. The provisions of CBC Section 1134B.2.1, exception 1, may be
applicable when a determination of unreasonable hardship has been made.
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PARKING TICKET DISPENSERS 97_ 06

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Sections 1117B.5 & 1129B.1 Effective 12-23-97
Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]

Issue: California Building Code (CBC) Section 1129B.1 indicates that accessible parking is

required at parking lots and parking structures where parking is provided for the public as
clients, guests or employees. However, the CBC does not specifically address ticket dispensers
and other equipment used to control parking at these sites which can create barriers for persons
with disabilities, particularly those with reach-range limitations.
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Resolution: In order to provide accessibility for persons with disabilities when ticket dispensers
or other equipment is used to control parking, the DSA encourages and will accept construction
documents that indicate a reasonable programmatic solution for providing accessibility at
parking facilities under DSA jurisdiction. An example of a programmatic solution would be to
provide voice communication at the entrance to the parking facility with an attendant who can
remotely provide access. Signage posted at the entrance to the parking facility indicating the
programmatic solution shall comply with CBC Section 1117B.5.
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TWO-STORY RELOCATABLE CLASSROOM PROJECTS 98 02
Reference: 2001 California Building Code Sections 1103B.1 & 1116B.1 Effective 7-13-98
Americans with Disabilities Act Title Il Regulation, 28 CFR Part 35, Revised 2-10-05

Section 35.151(c)

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]

Issue: The California Building Code (CBC) Section 1103B.1 indicates that in new construction

of multistory buildings, access must be provided by ramp or elevator. Elevator exceptions are
provided for certain types of privately funded multistory buildings; however, the Americans with
Disabilities Act Title || Requlation, 28 CFR Part 35, Section 35.151(c), indicates that these
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exceptions do not apply to facilities constructed by, on behalf of, or for the use of a public entity.
Two-story modular relocatable buildings utilized by school districts as classrooms are not
specifically mentioned.

Resolution: This interpretation emphasizes the provisions of current federal and state
regulations as they apply to new construction of multistory buildings. On projects under DSA
jurisdiction, multistory buildings, including two-story modular relocatable classrooms, shall have
a ramp or a passenger _elevator serving each level. Ramps shall comply with CBC Section
1133B.5 and elevators shall comply with CBC Section 1116B.1.
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ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS IN
GROUP | OCCUPANCY 98_ 04

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Sections 1109B, 1109B.3 & 1114B.1.1 Effective 10-15-98
Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]




Issue: The California Building Code (CBC) Section 1114B.1.1 contains general accessibility

requirements for buildings and facilities. When accessibility is required, CBC Section 1114B.1.1
provides that the design and construction of buildings and facilities meet the minimum
requirements of Chapter 11B’s Division |, Division ll, Division Ill, and Division IV. CBC Sections
1104B through 1113B include accessibility requirements specific to various building occupancy
types, and modify or enhance the general accessibility requirements of CBC Section 1114B.1.1
according to the occupancy type.

In_Group | occupancies, the general accessibility requirements of CBC Section 1114B.1.1
appear to require _accessibility in all patient bedrooms and associated toilet rooms. However,
CBC Section 1109B.3, items 1 through 3, modify the accessibility requirements for patient
bedrooms and associated toilet rooms in long-term-care facilities, general-purpose hospitals,
psychiatric_facilities, detoxification facilities, and rehabilitation facilities. Additionally, various
subsections of CBC Section 1109B modify or enhance accessibility requirements at entrances,
diagnostic and treatment areas, waiting areas, offices, and associated sanitary facilities in
Group | occupancies.

Resolution: On projects under DSA jurisdiction, the percentage of patient bedrooms and
associated toilet rooms in Group | occupancies required to be accessible shall be as indicated in
CBC Section 1109B.3, items 1 through 3. The total number of required accessible patient
bedrooms and associated toilet rooms in a multi-use medical care facility shall be determined
using the percentage of rooms required to be accessible in_specific patient care units. For
example, in_an obstetrics unit_containing 20 patient bedrooms, 2 patient bedrooms must be
accessible; while, in a 20 patient bedroom unit that specializes in treating mobility impairments,
all patient bedrooms must be accessible. When additions, alterations or renovations are made
to_existing buildings or facilities, an effort should be made to provide a reasonable dispersion of
accessible patient bedrooms and associated toilet rooms throughout medical care facilities.
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ACCESSIBLE SEATINGS IN FOLDING BLEACHERS UNITS 98- 05

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Section 1104B.3.5 Effective 12-1-98
Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]

Issue: The California Building Code (CBC) Section 1104B.3.5 indicates that accessible

wheelchair seating areas shall be an integral part of any fixed seating plan. Folding bleacher
units sometimes used in stadiums, multi-purpose rooms, and gymnasiums are not specifically
mentioned.
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Resolution: This interpretation emphasizes the provisions of federal and state regulations as
they apply to accessible seating in folding bleacher units. Folding bleacher units are fixed
seating _systems and shall be made accessible for persons with disabilities; for example,
accessible wheelchair seating areas are often provided by cut-back areas in the first few rows of
bleacher seats. The DSA encourages and will accept construction documents that indicate the
following at folding bleacher units:

1. A companion seat is identified next to each wheelchair seating location. The companion
seat is a conventional seat integrated into the folding bleacher unit that accommodates a
friend or companion.

2. Accessible wheelchair seating areas are identified; for example, the International Symbol
of Accessibility is displayed on the floor or on the front of the lowest bleacher row
immediately behind the wheelchair area.

3. When the seating capacity exceeds 300, wheelchair seating areas are dispersed
throughout the seating areas, and not clustered into one location. At sports-related
facilities, wheelchair seating areas are equally divided between the “home” and “visitor”
sides of the facility.
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ASSEMBLY SEATING 98- 07

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Sections 1104B.3.1 through 1104B.3.8 Effective 12-31-98
Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]

Issue: The California Building Code (CBC) Section 1104B.3 contains provisions related to

accessible seating in_auditoriums, assembly halls, theaters and related facilities, including
requirements for wheelchair seating areas, companion seating, transfer (aisle) seating, and
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semi-ambulant seating. It is unclear whether these types of required seating can be combined
with one another or are mutually exclusive of each other.

Resolution: This interpretation emphasizes the provisions of current federal and state
regulations as they apply to accessible seating in assembly areas. The DSA encourages and
will accept construction documents that indicate the following at assembly seating areas:

1. Wheelchair seating areas are provided as shown in Table 11B.1. Wheelchair seating
areas are an integral part of the seating plan, so that people using wheelchairs are not
isolated from other spectators or their friends and family. These seats shall comply with
CBC Section 1104B.3.1 through 1104B.3.7.

2. A companion seat is provided next to each wheelchair seating location. The companion
seat is a conventional seat that accommodates a friend or companion. These seats
shall comply with CBC Section 1104B.3.5.

3. Transfer (aisle) seating is provided in addition to wheelchair seating locations. At least
one percent (but not less than one) of all fixed seats in all seating areas are aisle seats
with no armrest, or with removable or folding armrest, on the aisle side. These seats
accommodate wheelchair users who wish to transfer to existing seating during an event
when fixed seating is provided. These seats shall comply with CBC Section 1104B.3.4,
item 1.

4. Semi-ambulant seating is provided in _addition to the spaces provided for wheelchair
users. At least one percent (but no fewer than two) of all fixed seats in all seating areas
provide 24 inches clear leg room from the front edge of the seat to the nearest
obstruction or to the seat immediately in front. These seats accommodate people who
have a mobility disability but who are not wheelchair users. These seats shall comply
with CBC Section 1104B.3.8.
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PLAYGROUNDS AREAS 99' 02

Reference: 2001 California Building Code Section 1104B.4.3 Effective 7-1-99
Revised 2-10-05

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]

Issue: California Building Code (CBC) Section 1104B.4.3 requires that participation areas,

including public play areas, be accessible to persons with disabilities. However, the CBC does
not contain scoping or technical provisions for specific play area features. The federal Access
Board has developed accessibility guidelines for newly constructed and altered play areas. The
play area guidelines are a supplement to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility
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Guidelines. However, the federal Department of Justice must adopt the quidelines as standards
for them to be enforceable under the ADA.

Resolution:  Until specific standards are adopted by the federal Department of Justice or
published in the California Building Standards Code, the DSA encourages and will accept
construction documents which include playground plans and specifications that have been
developed in compliance with the ADA Accessibility Guidelines for Play Areas. The play area
accessibility gquidelines are available on the Access Board web site at http://www.access-
board.gov/play/finalrule.htm.

The play area accessibility guidelines reference several standards from the American Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM). The gquidelines indicate that ground surfaces along
accessible paths of travel, clear floor or ground spaces, and maneuvering spaces within play
areas shall comply with ASTM F 1951 Standard Specification for Determination of Accessibility
of Surface Systems Under and Around Playground Equipment. If located within use zones,
ground surfaces shall also comply with ASTM 1292 Standard Specification for Impact
Attenuation of Surface Systems Under and Around Playground Equipment.

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT


http://www.access-board.gov/play/finalrule.htm
http://www.access-board.gov/play/finalrule.htm

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT

California Department of General Services ¢ Division of the State Architect  Access Compliance Policy Update 2004

SELF-EVALUATION AND TRANSITION PLAN OO-O]_
Reference: 2001 California Government Code Section 4450, et seq Effective 4-1-00
Americans with Disabilities Act Title Il Regulation, 28 CFR Part 35, Revised 2-10-05

Section 35.105 & 35.150

This interpretation of a regulation is applicable to projects under Division of the State Architect, Access Compliance (DSA/AC)
jurisdiction only; this authority encompasses state-funded buildings, facilities and universities, as well as publicly funded elementary
schools, secondary schools, and community colleges. Local authorities may or may not adopt similar methods of administering
current code requirements, determining equivalent facilitation or defining acceptable parameters when enforcing the California
Building Standards Code. [Reference California Government Code Section 4451(f)]
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Issue: All facilities under Division of the State Architect (DSA) jurisdiction must meet the

provisions of California Government Code Section 4450, as well as, the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA Title Il Requlation, 28 CFR Part 35, requires public entities to
evaluate its current _services, policies and practices to _ensure persons with disabilities are
protected from discrimination on the basis of disability. The ADA Title Il Regulation, 28 CFR
Part 35, Section 35.150 requires public_entities to develop a transition plan for making the
necessary structural changes to facilities in order to achieve program accessibility.

Resolution: The DSA completed and published the Five Phases of Access Compliance flow
chart in April 2004. This document leads State agencies through the Self-Evaluation and
Transition Plan process to evaluate program and facility accessibility. It is also an ideal tool to
determine the accessibility of a facility prior to relocation. The flow chart can be found on the
DSA website at http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/pubs/5phases accesscompliance.pdf.
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